
COMPUTER, INTERNET, INTERNET ACCESS AVAILABILITY, 
SOCIAL NETWORKING, WiFi, AND 3D PRINTER 

COMPUTER ACCESS 

1. Internet computer access will be limited to a 1/2 hour time limit if other patrons are waiting. 

2. Some database access may require more than a half hour usage. Staff approval must be sought in such cases. 

3. No food or drink is allowed by the computers. Containers must be placed on the floor or away from the computer 
tables. 

4. Failure to use the Internet stations appropriately and socially responsibly may result in revocation of Internet use 
privileges. The first violation will result in a verbal warning to stop such action as deemed socially unacceptable or 
illegal. The second violation will result in terminating the use of the Internet for that day to those individuals that are 
involved at that time. 

A third violation may warrant denying Internet access for a period of time as determined by the Library Board or 
intervention of the Granite County Sheriff's Office. 

5. The Library reserves the right to require anyone violating these rules to leave the Library and may withdraw 
permission for such a person to re-enter the Library if the person continues to violate the rules. 

6. Personal word processing documents are not to be saved on the hard drive of the computer. If you desire to save 
your material, please use a removable storage device. There is no security to prevent others from accessing your 
file. The files are deleted each day. 

7. Personal CD' s may not be downloaded onto the Library' s computers. 

8. The Library has certain educational CD-ROM programs that are available for in- library use. Some require 
downloading assistance. Please contact staff to use these. 

9. The general public will not have access to the computers and printer at the librarian's desk. 

10. The general public will not have access to computers if students need the technology during school hours. 

11. All workstation computers have Internet access. All patrons will abide by the Internet Acceptable Use Policy for 
Philipsburg Public Library. 

ACCEPTABLE USAGE POLICY OF THE LIBRARY'S INTERNET COMPUTERS 

1. The Philipsburg Public Library offers Internet access with the provision that the user agrees to be socially 
responsible in what they view. Viewing sexually explicit material, illegal or obscene matter on the Internet is 
prohibited by Montana Law MCA 45-8201a - ( I ) A person commits the offense of obscenity when, with knowledge 
of the obscene nature thereof, he/she purposely or knowingly: (a) sells, delivers, or provides or offers or agrees to 
sell, deliver, or provide any obscene writing, picture, record, or other representation of embodiment of the obscene 
to anyone under the age of 18. 

The individual user, in signing up to use a computer with Internet access accepts this responsibility, agreeing to be 
socially responsible in its use within the public library setting. 

2. A patron is prohibited from interfering with the work of other users, maliciously, harassing or intimidating others, 
concealing or misrepresenting their name or affiliation to mask irresponsible behavior, sending abusive or patently 
offensive or unwanted material to others from Library owned computers, devices and systems on the Library's 
network, World Wide Web sites or other non-specified computer or network resources managed by the Library. 



3. Library users are prohibited from violating copyright law, theft, file theft, violating other's privacy, deliberately 
crashing Library or other workstations or computer systems, modifying files without authorization, altering the date, 
disrupting network services, introducing viruses or other computer damaging materials, penetration or harm to 
operating system, reselling bandwidth, or any other illegal acts promulgated from or targeting the Library's 
computers or computer systems. 

4. If abuses of computers occur, those responsible for such abuse will be held legally accountable. 

Misuse of a library computer or network resources may constitute trespass or disruptive behavior, which carry legal 
consequences under Montana State Law (MCA 22- 1-3 1 1). 

5. The Philipsburg Public Library does not allow any downloading of programs, web pages, or using any offered 
services from the Internet on to the hard drive, for security reasons and virus protection. 

6. The Library upholds and affirms the right of each individual to have access to constitutionally protected material. 
The Library assumes no control over the content of the Internet. If a site offends you, for whatever reason, leave 
the site or do not go there. If someone else's viewing of a site offends you, leave the area. 

7. The Library also affirms the right and responsibility of parents to determine and monitor their children's use of 
Library materials and resources. The Library staff does not act 'in loco parentis and will not monitor a juvenile's 
access to the Internet except within the parameters stated in the terms of use. 

8. By use of the Library's systems the user agrees that the Library assumes no liability for any loss or damage to 
the user's data and hardware or for any other liability for damage or injury arising from the Library's provision of the 
service or consequence arising there from. Users indemnify and hold harmless the Philipsburg Public Library 
against any liability for damage or loss arising from use or misuse of the services provided by or through the library. 

ELECTRONIC ACCESS AVAILABILITY 

1. The Internet, as an information resource, enables the Library to provide information beyond the confines of its 
own collection. The Philipsburg Public Library's access to the Internet is a way of enhancing the collection in size 
and depth and providing public access to any citizen who wishes to access the Internet. 

2. The Internet allows access to ideas, information and commentary from around the glove. It is an unregulated 
medium. As such, while it offers access to a wealth of material that is personally, professionally, and culturally 
enriching to individuals of all ages, it also enables access to some material that may be offensive, disturbing and/or 
illegal. The Library cannot control or monitor other materials that may be accessible from Internet sources. It is not 
possible to apply the same selection criteria that are used for other library materials. 

3. Not all sources on the Internet provide accurate, complete or current information. Patrons must exercise judgment 
and evaluate the information found online. 

4. Library staff is able to instruct patrons on the basic use only. 

5. There are several sites on the Internet that allow free e-mail accounts. The Library does not maintain this in any 
way. Patrons using these services need to be aware that confidentiality of these sites is questionable. E-mail is not 
secure in any form. 

6. Patrons are allowed to print pages from the Internet at a cost of $.25 per page regardless of length. There is often 
no concrete way of determining actual length of a print job, and the patron is responsible for all printed material 
from their site. The staff may be able to assist with print access. The staff reserves the right to limit the number of 
copies made. 

7. Passwords will be changed periodically and are to be obtained at the Circulation Desk. 



WiFi POLICY 

The purpose of the policy is to assist volunteers and employees when dealing with wireless patron computing at 
the Philipsburg Public Library. 

When a patron enters the library and asks about wireless access, the volunteer or employee will confirm the 
availability of wireless Internet. Wireless connections, however, cannot be guaranteed because of the structure of 
the building and laptop configuration. 

Under no circumstances should a volunteer or employee provide technical support to patrons while they are using 
their own computing devices such as a laptop or blackberry. The purpose of this statement is to ensure that the 
patron will not place blame of hardware and software glitches on the volunteer or employee. Simply state to the 
patron that policy prohibits you from troubleshooting any computer device that is not part of the library technology 
inventory. 

The library's wireless network is not secure. Information sent to and from a notebook/laptop computer or other 
wireless device may be captured by anyone else with a wireless device and appropriate software. 

The library assumes no responsibility for the safety of equipment or for wireless device configurations, security, or 
data files resulting from connection to the Philipsburg Public Library. 

SOCIAL NETWORKING POLICY 

Philipsburg Public Library offers social networking for informational, educational, cultural, and recreational 
purposes. Library social networking provides an online public forum to facilitate the sharing of ideas, opinions and 
information about library-related subjects and issues among library staff and library users. Comments and postings 
by participants other than library staff moderators do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Philipsburg 
Public Library or its staff. Social networking includes, but is not limited to: formats such as instant messaging, text-
based posts, discussion lists, websites and social network pages. 

The library does not collect, maintain or otherwise use the personal information stored on any third party site in any 
way other than to communicate with users on that site, unless granted permission by users. Users should be aware 
that third party sites have their own privacy policies and should proceed accordingly. Users may remove their 
account/profile at any time from the social networking sites. 

Philipsburg Public Library reserves the right to monitor content on all of its social networking sites and to remove 
messages or postings containing the following: 
- Copyright violations 
- Off topic comments 
- Commercial material/spam 
- Duplicated posts from the same individual 
- Obscene, threatening, libelous, or inappropriate comments 
- Photos or images 

Suggestions for commenting: Patrons are strongly encouraged to protect their privacy when commenting or posting 
on social networking sites. Young people under age 18, especially, should not post information such as last name, 
school, age, phone number or address. As with other library materials, a child's use of the social networking tools 
is the responsibility of the parent or guardian. 

3D PRINTER POLICY 

The Philipsburg Public Library’s 3D printer is available to the public for the purpose of making three-dimensional 

objects in plastic using a design that is exported as an STL extension file (.stl).  



1. The Library’s 3D printer may be used only for lawful purposes. No one will be permitted to use the Library’s 3D 

printer to create material that is:  

a. Prohibited by local, state or federal law.  

b. Unsafe, harmful, dangerous or poses an immediate threat to the well-being of others. (Such use may violate 

the terms of use of the manufacturer.)  

c. Obscene or otherwise inappropriate for the library environment.  

d. In violation of another’s intellectual property rights. For example, the printer will not be used to reproduce 

material subject to copyright, patent or trademark protection.  

2. The Library reserves the right to refuse any 3D print request and to abort a print job at any time. The Library 

can make no guarantees on print availability. Print completion times will vary due to design and printer/staff 

availability.  

3. Only designated Philipsburg Public Library staff will have hands-on access to the 3D printer.    

4. Except in cases of mechanical failure, objects failing to fully print, errors in the print process, or other factors not 

in a customer’s control, customers are expected to pay for completed objects and may not demand a new print 

in place of the original due to dissatisfaction with color, scale, quality, design, required support material, or other 

options pre-selected by the customer.  

5. The Library cannot guarantee model quality or stability, nor confidentiality of designs. Removing rafts and 

supports is the responsibility of the user.  

6. Cost: There will be a minimum charge of $2.00 per print job. When a print exceeds 10 grams in weight, there 

will be an additional charge of 20 cents ($0.20) per additional gram of filament used in the printing process. 

Printing costs are to be paid in cash upon project completion.  

7. Customers are not required to stay for the duration of a print job if it is expected to take an hour or 

longer.  Customers are responsible, however, for coming to the Library to retrieve and pay for their objects once 

completed. 

8. Printing priority is based on a first-come, first served basis.  Priority will be given to library programs or activities. 

9. Persons wanting to use the 3D printer shall bring their file (in .stl, .obj, or .thing file format) (no larger than 25MB) 

to the library during open hours. The Library will view all files before printing. 

10. Customers may submit only one file at a time for printing.  Files containing more than one object are 

permitted.  Customers may not schedule consecutive print times.  However, if time permits and no one is 

scheduled, more than one file may be submitted. 

11. No printing will be scheduled one-hour prior to Library closing.  

12. Items printed from the Library 3D printer and not picked up within 30 days after being printed become the 

property of the Philipsburg Public Library. Items must be picked up by the individual who printed them.   

13. Design creation: 

a. The 3D printer can be used with basic knowledge of Computer Assisted Drawing (CAD). Any 3D drafting 

software may be used to create a design as long as the file can be saved in .stl, .obj, or .thing file format. 

b. Digital designs also are available from various file-sharing databases such as Thingiverse.com. 

 


